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November 25, 1844

A letter of Groen Van Prinsterer to J. T. Bodel Nijenhuis in
regard to getting recognition for the Christian schools, a cause
important to the Afscheiding people.
In Dutch
Printed original in the Groen Van Prinsterer Archives, Den Haag,
Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Rijksarchief, Zuid Holland, item 891,
pp. 636-637.
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Groen tot J. T. Bode! Nijenhuis, Nov. 25, 1844 [from The Hague]
....Why would we like to print the documents now? Why not let the affairs rest? Why
not wishing to leave any effort untried to at least bring about the recognition of the
lawfulness of the founding of Christian schools? Why do we consider it our double duty,
now that schools are daily affected by the influence of neology and papacy, and the Bible
is forbidden at schools only attended by Protestant children? -- I do know your
inclination too well to dare to leave the answer to these kinds of question for closer
evaluation with any kind of transquillity. Now you are asking whether the
Afgescheidenen [reported] in the Nieuwsblad (read N(meegsch Schoolblad), p. 321 are
not treated too favorably. Certainly not, in my opinion. Would you really create trouble
(which indeed is going much too far) to wish for the termination, also for the sake of the
Afgescheidenen, of a moral constraint? — But I see that you probably mean the article
about the prayer day2which follows that. This is more speculative. However, I do not
see any difficulty in it. Rather, I believe that we need to extend our hands openly to the
Afgescheidenen whom we believe to be our brothers, even with the various viewpoints
about the denominational matter. -- The Da Costa affairs is being settled. He begins in
Diligentia on Thursday, Nov. 28 at 7 o'clock.

Translation: Nella Kennedy, April 2002

'See Nijineegsch Schoolblad, 1844, P. 32: report about a request from the Afgescheiden church in Gorkum
to the local government to be allowed to establish a school. The Afgescheidenen in this report are not
discussed favorably.
2 See ibid., p. 32: The Schoolblad is recommended in the brochure Nog is er Hulpe! Een woord aan al het
Godvreezend volk [But there is help! A word to all God-fearing people] by A. Brummelkamp, J.W. Ten
Bokkel and A.C. Van Raalte; in this education is named one of the most important matters in the
Netherlands and it is proposed by the Provincial Church government of the Afgescheidene churches in
Gelderland to commemorate that at a Thanksgiving, Fast and Prayer Day on November 6. The editorial
staff hopes to be united with the Afgescheiden brethren in spirit, even though they cannot share their
ecclesiastical point of view.

